
 

Multiple Measurement System Glossary 
 
 
 
Achievement Gap Reduction – The achievement gap reduction measurement assesses how 
well a school has done in promoting higher rates of growth among the seven lower-performing 
subgroups (Black, Hispanic, Asian, American Indian, Free/Reduced Price Lunch, Special 
Education, and English Learners) than in the average growth rate of their counterparts statewide. 
Students of color are measured against the statewide average growth of white students, 
Free/Reduced Price Lunch students are measured against the statewide average growth of non-
Free/Reduced Price Lunch students, Special Education students are measured against the 
average statewide growth of non-Special Education students, and English Learners are 
measured against the statewide average growth of non-English Learners. 
 
AYP – The original NCLB measurement used to identify schools for improvement activities. AYP 
is based on proficiency, participation, and attendance or graduation rates. The AYP proficiency 
goal is currently based on the 2014 goal of 100 percent proficiency. Under the waiver, that goal is 
replaced with a new goal of cutting the achievement gap in half within six years. Under the 
waiver, there are no sanctions attached to not making AYP. 
 
Celebration – The 10 percent of Title I schools with MMRs between the 60th and 86th of their 
grade classification group (elementary, middle school, high school, other) percentiles that submit 
successful applications explaining quantitative and qualitative factors that make the school 
effective. These schools will be publicly recognized for their success. These schools are identified 
every year. 
 
Comparison Group – The group against which the school was measured based on school 
classification. There are four types: elementary, middle/junior, high and other. Other includes all 
schools that fall into none of the three main types. 
 
Continuous Improvement – The bottom 25 percent of Title I schools in the state. These schools 
will be identified based on being in the lowest 25 percent of their grade classification group 
(elementary, middle school, high school, other), and will be required to write a school 
improvement plan. Ten percent of these plans will be audited by MDE to ensure fidelity in the 
implementation of these plans. These schools will be identified every year. While the bottom 25 
percent of schools will include most Priority and Focus Schools, Priority and Focus Schools are 
not also designated as Continuous Improvement Schools. 
 
Focus – The ten percent of Title I schools making the biggest contribution to the state’s 
achievement gap, and high schools with graduation rates of less than 60 percent. These schools 
will be identified in one of two ways: the lowest Focus Ratings in their grade classification group 
(elementary, middle school, high school, other), or graduation rates of less than 60 percent. 
These schools will work with their district to develop a school improvement plan that directly 
addresses poor performance either within a subgroup, or in graduation rates. These schools will 
be identified once every three years. 
 
 



Focused Proficiency – The weighted percentage of subgroups hitting their AYP proficiency 
targets, excluding the ‘All Students’ and ‘White’ subgroups. 
 
Graduation – The weighted percentage of subgroups hitting their graduation rate AYP target. 
Credit is not given for hitting year-to-year improvement targets. 
 
Growth – Individual student growth is a measurement of how a student scored relative to their 
predicted score. The prediction of how a student will score is based on their previous year’s 
score. Schools receive a growth score based on the average growth scores of all their students. 
 
Initial Designation – The total MMR a school earned for the May 2012 release, and also the 
accountability designation they were assigned. This is based on data from the 2009-10 and 2010-
11 school years. Initial Designation indicates that data from both years was used. 
 
Priority – The five percent most-persistently low-performing Title Ischools in the state. These 
schools will be identified in one of two ways: status as a SIG School, or the lowest MMRs in their 
grade classification group (elementary, middle school, high school, other). These schools will be 
required to collaborate with MDE and the statewide system of support to develop a school 
turnaround plan based on the federal turnaround principles. These schools will be identified once 
every three years. 
 
Proficiency – The proficiency measurement in the MMR looks at a weighted percentage of 
subgroups that made AYP. Schools earn points based on the number and size of subgroups that 
meet their AYP targets. 
 
Reward – The highest-performing 15 percent of Title I schools in the state. These schools will be 
identified based on being in the top 15 percent of their grade classification group (elementary, 
middle school, high school, other) in the MMR. These schools will be publicly recognized for their 
good work. These schools will be identified every year. 
 
School Improvement Plan – An action plan written by Priority, Focus and Continuous 
Improvement Schools with the support of MDE and the Regional Centers of Excellence. These 
plans are designed to lay the groundwork for a process of improving student performance at the 
school. 
 
SIG – There are 19 schools in the state that are participating in the School Improvement Grant 
program. These schools were previously identified as persistently low-performing. As a result of 
their identification, these schools are in the process of implementing one of four turnaround 
models mandated by the federal government. SIG Schools will be Priority Schools. 
 
Title I Status – Indicates whether the school received Title I funding in 2012. Since only Title I 
schools can be designated in the new system, a school must be Title I to be Priority, Focus or 
Reward unless they are a SIG school. 
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